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trial workers in this State have been oper-
ating since February last as compared with
workers in the other States. Our men have
not received an increase of pay on account
of the higher cost of living. Negotiations
have been proceeding between the State and
Commonwealth Governments. The State
Government has endeavoured to get the in-
crease; the workers are entitled to it, and
it is a tribute to their loyalty that in these
times of stress they have continued to carry
on. For this they should receive credit. I
hope the legislation referred to in the
Speech will be brought down at an early
date so that the workers wvill be given what
they are entitled to receive. Undoubtedly
the cost of living, has risen. Those who have
to purchase supplies know how the cost has
gone up, and the workers are certainly en-
titled to higher pay in order to meet the
increased cost.

In conclusion I would sound one note.
The printing of "Hansard" and provision
for the Legislature entail considerable cost,
and if members make garrulous speeches
that nobody reads--somie have been guilty
of talking for two hours--the time has
arrived when the House should alter its
Standing Orders so as to place a time limit
on speeches. As I wish to set a good example
in this respect, I shall conclude by sub-
mitting the motion.

THE HONORARY MINISTER: I form-
ally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. H. S. W. Parker, die-
hate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPROIAL
THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn till

2,15 p.m. on Tuesday the 4th August.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.57 p.m.

JeGtlattve Rqemb1 .
Thursday1, 30th July, 1942.
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MEETING oF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at 3 p.m.,
pursuant to proclamation, which was read
by the Clerk (31r. F. C. Steere).

SUMMONS FROM THE LIEUT.-
GOVERNOR.

The Speaker and members, in response to
summons, proceeded to the Legislative
Council Chamber and, having heard His
Excellency deliver the opening speech (tide
Council report ante), they returned to the
Assembly Chamber.

B1[ILL-COLLIE RECREATION AND
PARK LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: In order
to assert and maintain the undoubted rights
and privileges of this House to initiate leg-
islation, I move, without notice, for leave
to introduce a Bill entitled "A Bill for an
Act to divest certain land from the Collie
Recreation and Park Lands Board, to vest
certain land in the said board, to amend the
Collie Recreation and Park Lands Act, 1931-
1941, and Ifor other purposes incidental
thereto."

Leave given; Bill introduced and read a
first time.

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

Mfr. SPEAKER: Accompanied by hon.
inembeis of this Chamber, I attended His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor in the Legis-
lative Council Chamber to bear the Spee-,h
which His Excellency was pleased to deliver
to both f7louses of Parliament. For the sake
of greater accuracy, I have caused copies of
the Speech to he distributed amongst mem-
bers of this Chamber.
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AJ3DRESS-I-REfLY.

First Day.

MR. WITHERS (Bwabury) [3.323;- I
move-

That the following Address be presented to
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor, in reply
to the Speech Ile bas beenr pleased to deliver
to Parlianent-"May it please Your Excel-
lency: We, the members of the Legislative
Assembly of the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia, in Parliament assembled,
beg to express our loyalty to Our Most
Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excel-
lency for the Speech you have been pleased to
deliver to Purliamient.''

I deem it an honour to have been asked to
move this motion. I realise that one's style
is likely to he cramped in moving a motion
of this description, and I have been asked
to do so at short notice by the Minister for
Lands as Acting Premier. I have not
had sufficient time to do justice to the
contents of the Speech. It is not my
intention to make any threats or pro-
mises. I appreciate to the Lull that the
Premier and his 'Ministers are passing
through a very critical period, because since
the war started they have been labouring
under great difficulties. We are a constitu-
tional Government of one of the States of
Australia; but while we are at war the Comn-
nmonwealth assumes supreme control and has
taken certain powers out of the hand,; of
the Stute Governmtent. That has not in any
way lightened the burden of Ministers of
the Crown of this State. Indeed, it has made
their task more difficult, because they can-
not give effect to the policy for which they
stand while trying to dovetail it dlay by day
with the policy of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernmient, in order that it may not conflict
with Australia's war effort.

Those who listened to the Speech will
appreciate its dissimilarity to previous
Speeches. That is because we are now deal-
ing with matters: in a different atmosphere.
In the past the Speech has generally been
a record of achievieents of the previous
year, and one has looked in it for a pro-
gramnme of Bills to be introduced during the
coming session. Both those features are
lacking on this occasion. The Speech, how-
ever, deals wvith matters of supreme import-
ance to Australia. Perhaps I may be per-
mitted to touch briefly on certain items that
appeal to mec. The first item that is
extremely gratifying to me is the record that
a small surplus has been achieved, for the

second year in succession. It is pleasing to-
know that we are not on the 'wrong side of
the ledger. Much development work has
ceased in the State, and our loan expen di-
ture has been greatly reduced. Possibly it
may be said that the surplus is not much
to the credit of the State Government. That
may be so but, nevertheless, during a crisis
such as we are passing thirough, it is pleas-
ing to find that we are at least not slipping
back in our State finiances. It is also
gratifying to observe that many matters.
essential to the State wvilI receive con sidera-
tion during this session and, if we have not
a surplus at the end of this financial year,
wse shall at least know that certain things
will have bean done that ought to be done.
it is noticeable that on this occasion the
State departments receive very little atten-
tion in the Speech, That is because the
Main Roads Department and the Public
Works, Department, as well as other depart-
mieats, have been devoting their energies to-
assisting the Commonwealth in the war
eff ort.

I hope I shall be pardoned if I now skip
a little, because it is not my wish to detain
tile visitors who have attended here to-day
to listen to the Lient.-Qovernor's Speech.
They have come here in all sincerity, not-
withstanding that it is a very wet day.
Other members, will he speaking to the
Address-in-reply who are capable of (leal-
ing with the industries in the various parts
of the State they represent. Therefore, it
is not my intention to deal -with those in-
duistries; I am reminded of the old saying
that a cobbler should stick to his, last. I am
tnt going to thrust4 too far into the -wheat
industry or the g-oldmnining industry, be-
cause those are matters that can be better
dealt with by mnemblers -whose real concern
they are. One who is not directly interested
in them is not as conversant with them as are
those wvho aire iii direct contact with them.
I am pleased to see mention made of the
Lake Campion alunite deposits. Their de-
velopment haa a twofold object, because we
will he able to get our aluminitum from the
alunite deposits and, what is important to
me as a membher representing a considerable
area of the South-West, potash will also he
derived from these deposits. I wtill refer to
that point later on.

The Lieut.-Governor, in his Speech,
poin ted out that the goldasining industry
had done a wonderful job. The State Par-
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liamentary representatives of the industry 30th June last, and even with the depletion
-are to be commended for the action they
took in allowing as much of the manpower
-as possible to be taken by the Common-
wealth for military purposes, at the same
time taking care to preserve the industry
which is now, and will be, after the war,
.essential to Western Australia, Australia and
the whole of the British Empire.

Now I come to the question of the trans-
fer of manpower from agriculture to the
Defence Forces. I will read some extracts
I have made to show that the position in
industry, and particularly in agriculture,
has rapidly become more acute since De-
cember, 1941. We dealt recently with that
question in our special session of Parlia-
ment. The farmers, as we stated then, are
faced with the almost impossible position of
getting sufficient manpower to maintain the
production required. The Government should
take steps to ensure that there shall be no
further depletion of agricultural labour, but
rather that means be found to return to
agriculture a portion of the labour already
taken from it. This would tend to bring our
production up to the state in which it was
prior to the war, not only for our local but
also our export requirements.

Many of these industries, such as shear-
ing, potato-growing, potato-harvesting and
fruit-picking make seasonal demands on
manpower. We discovered that in the
harvesting of potatoes there seemed to
be the greatest shortage of labour.
That point wats empha'ised in the
recent short session. With the assistance of
,our strange bedfellows, the Chinamen and
other people, we were fortunate enough to
get in our potato crop in the manner we did.
TPhat was a special effort for a special pur-
pose. It behoves the Government to see
that, from now on, and before the next
potato season-or any other season-com-
menees, sufficient manpower is made avail-
able from some source by the Commonwealth
Parliament for the purpose of harvesting
these crops. On top of that we have our
dairying; and flax-growing has also at-
tained large proportions in the South-West.

I was somewhat concerned, up till this
morning, about the position of our dairying
industry, but the "West Australian" has
been kind enough in to-day's issue to supply
isome of the information I desire. It is
pleasing to note that for the year ended the

of manpower that has taken place, the quan-
tity of factory butter produced in this State
was 15,657,366 lbs., an increase of 11.26 per
cent. on the previous year and over six per
cent. above the previous record figure in
1938-39. The quantity of cheese produced
was also an all-time record, being 1,311,990
lbs., or 37 per cent, above the 1940-41
figure. The June production of factory
butter amounted to 95,700 lbs-an increase
of over three per cent. on the corresponding
month of last year. Reports indicate, how-
ever, that this month's production will be
below that of July, 1941. In releasing this
information yesterday the Dairy Products
Marketing Board announced that the butter
stabilisation contribution for August had
been fixed this week at 2Y2 per cent., the
same as for the present month.

These figures make nice reading to mem-
bers representing the dairying section of the
people of this State. But when we come to
the latter portion it makes us wonder if we
will continue with this essential commodity.
It seems strange that the commodities which
we produce the most of in our country arc
those which are generally the first to be
rationed. It is remarkable that in England,
which has an exportable surplus of coal, the
people are, as pointed out by John Gordon,
editor of the "Sunday Express," subject to
the loss of a certain amount of their morale
by the fact that they cannot get sufficient
coal for light, heating, cooking, etc. That
is the domesticeside of it. He points out that
the Government of England is calling to-
gether 12,000 public servants or officials to
see that the coal of England is rationed
to the people, and that they do not use more
than is absolutely necessary. He definitely
states that men should be released from the
Army. That point of view is expressed by
a man who has dlone a lot of writing on the
war question in England, and in that coun-
try the Army may he considered to be of
greater importance than it is here. He
claims that 12,000 miners should be released
to keep up the supply of coal so that the
English people may have warmth, at least,
to maintain their morale, rather than that
12,000 officials should be appointed for the
purposes I have just mentioned.

There is talk of rationing butter in this
State. I hope it will not come about. In
dealing with the question of manpower and
the dairying industry, Mr. Geodes (the Gov-
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erment Statistician) is reported in this attention. The industry has expanded from
morning's "West Australian" to have said:

About 1,000 returns had been received and
that about 2,000 more were expected. Farmers
who had not done so were urged to complete
the forms and return them immediately to, the
butter factories or to the Government Statis-
ticiann's office. The results of the inquiry were
urgently nieeded by the Australian Food Coun-
cil and the Director of Manpower. Many ap-
plweations for employment bad also been me-
ceived. These would be dealt with by the
Deputy-Director of Manpower, Perth.

It is satisfactory to know that at least
someone in Western Australia is working to
that end, which I believe could be achieved
by the provision of labour groups, particu-
larly at seasonal periods, for fruit packing,
tobacco picking and generally for operations
during peak times in the dairying industry.
Today considerable numbers of women are
employed on dairy farms and they can do a
very good job up to a certain point, but
sonic of the manual labour is beyond their
capacity. Sufficient suitable labour should
be available to meet such requirements.

The same position arises in connection with
the growing of flax. His Excellency referred
to the estalblishment of that branch of in-
dustry two years ago as a war measure, and
intimated that the anticipated value of
treated strawv during the coming year would
exceed £800,000. Mly chief concern is not
regarding the position of the industry at
])resent or its needs as a war industry, but
as to the future of the industry when it will
be called upon to meet competition after the
war ceases. I am anxious that the industry
shall be placed on a footing that will en-
able it to meet such competition, and that
it shall be established to meet future 3'0-
quirements. Under the present system of
handling that will hardly be possible, and
here again the question of manpower arises.
The three principal flax-producing districts
at present are Boyup Brook, Yarloop and
Donnybrook. I should like to see a better
method adopted of treating or retting the
straw. Under existing conditions the straw
has to be spread over many acres of land
for drying purposes.

For instance, in the three districts- men-
tioned the straw has to be spread over
an area of about 10,000 acres. After being
dried it has to be picked up again and take!)
to the mill for treatment. When consider-
ation is given to the task of reconstruction
after the war, the interests of the flax in-
dustry in the South-West should receive

a crop from 1,000 acres last year to one
garnered from 9,000 acres this year, and our
products are being used to advantage
throughout the Commonwealth in connection
with the war effort. Let us hope that, al-
though inaugurated merely as a war indus-
try, it will becomue firmnly established as an
all-time undertaking.

Involved in all the phases of production
to which I have referred is the matter of
fertilisers. Last year many producers were
able to secure only 70D per cent, of their
fertiliser requirements while the supply of
animal fertilisers was on an evenl more re-
stricted basis, because it had to be imported.
The position regarding the coming season
will be still more acute and the situation is
becoming serious. Those associated with the
fertiliser works at Picton Junction inform
me that they do not know if they will be
able to get supplies of sulphate of ammonia
in sufficient quantities to meet their require-
ments. That is due largely to shipping
difficulties. Western Australia is thus
placed at a disadvantage Compared with
Eastern States mnufacturers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is not a fair quan-
tity of sulphate of ammonia manufactured
in the Eastern States?

Air. WITHERS: Yes, but the difficulty
arises in securing supplies here.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We have handed
over the management of this Slate to them
now.

MAr. WITHERS: Possibly it has been.
Air. Rodoreda: But howv did we hand

over the management of this State to the
Eastern States?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Well, it has been
handed over.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. WITHERS: Another phase of the

fertiliser problem is that certain crops en-
joy priority of supply according to the value
of the products in our war effort. That
principle is sound, but I want to know what
steps the Government is takiag to ensure that
all farmers will be able to sqcure suffi-
cient fertiliser supplies to meet their
requirements. The issue involved is the
securing of supplies to meet immediate
needs. The Government should make sure
that those wvho are able to purchase their
requirements only from day to day, as it
were, shall not be at a disadvantage compared
with those who have sufficient money to
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purchase large quantifies and store the fer-
tilisers for future use. Those who already
have large quantities in store should not be
permitted to secure further supplies to the
disadvantage of those who can purchase
only their inmnediate requirements. The
position regarding the supply of blood and
bone and other animal manures should also
receive close attention particularly as our
supplies now have to be drawn from 'the
Eastern States. Formerly we were able to
secure large quantities from the Wyndham
Meatworks, but that is no longer possible.

The development of the alunite deposits at
Lake Campion is referred to in His Excel-
lency's Speech. I am convinced that if we
could secure adequate supplies of potash for
use as the base for our fertiliser supplies
in such quantities and at such prices as will
enable our farmers to make provision for
their requirements, our production would be
considerably increased. The development of
the Lake Campion deposits will certainly
be a stop in that direction. 'Much of the
attention of officers of the Agricultural De-
partment has been devoted to the potato in-
dustry, but today those engaged in potato-
growing in the districts ranging from Albany
through the South-West and southern por-
tions% of the State are concerned regarding
their prospects. f pay my tribute to metm-
bers of Parliament and others who have
devoted so much of their time, in co-opera-
tion with the olieers of the Agricultural
Department and Commonwealth advisory
officials-, inl an endeavour to have the potato-
growing industry of 'Western Australia
placed onl a sound footingr.

If only we could get a guaranteed price
inl Western Australia, that would he some
encouragemnent to people with suitable land
to take up the industry. However, what
might he suitable to Eastern States conditions
as regards potatoes, migh ut not be suitable
to our conditions. I ask members repres;ent-
ing wheatgrowers to take note that wheat-
growing has, diminished. Wheat areas are
beingz reduced. There is, however, another
industry waiting to be taken up-the pig
and bacon industry. There is a great demand
oversea for baconj especially. Once more,
however, the question of a fixed price enters
into the picture. Probably the position is
more difficult from a producer's point of
view in the pig and bacon industry than it
is in connection with other industries, since
the pig and baront producer would require
a price guaranteed for at least two years

from the State Government or the Common-
wealth. We know how long it takes to
establish a herd of pigs. Certainly people
would not be justified in embarkinig upon
pig-raising without some assurance of a
reasonable market price.

This State needs greater recognition from
the Commonwealth than it has received in
the past. On the subject of uniform taxa-
tion, I will not heat about the bush but will
say straight out that, with the Constitution
of Australia as it now -stands, I would not
be prepared to proclaim myself a nifica-
tionist. Unification is a question that has not
received the consideration which should have
been given to it during the last 30 years.
It did not receive consideration when Fed-
erated Australia was brought into being;
but unification has been creeping on and on,
and there is a possibility that it might come
about in such a shape that it would prove
detrimental to this Cinderella State of ours.
Far the better course would be to adopt a
settled policy in connection with the matter,
thereby obtaining a, Constitution which would
give every StLate a fair deal in the event
of unification.

As a country member I realise that resi-
dents in rural districts are more considerate
now as regards the demands they make on
their representatives. The services of mem-
bers of this Chamber could advantageously
lie utilised iil assisting Ministers in their
dlepartnients. Such members will be useful
asspt-, in connection with many things that
generally have to be brought before Minis-
ters. Just now our Premier and Deputy
Premier are laid up. Without casting any
reflection whatever I say that, if the Pie-
mier had somecone with departmental know-
ledge to assist him, it would iii the pres;ent
circ-umstances be beneficial to the Party, to
the Government and the State generally.
I throw out that suggestion without pro-
posing the formulation of any special com-
iittees. Undoubtedly mnembers of Pairlia-

nment could be made better use of by the
Government than has been the z-c in the
past.

T (10 not intend to go far into parochial
matters now, h~eeau-;e on openingz day niem-
hers are not perhaps as, patient aA they are
later in the st'%ion. I1 heard a memher us-e
the e:%pressiomi that firewood was now a
burningr question; hit we cannot even get
the wvood to burn. The piosition is acute in
the outer suburban area and country towns.
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Within two miles of Bunbury, however,
sufficient firewood could be obtained to
supply the metropolitan area for five years.
At present the nmetropolitan people are suf-
fering severely from the cold. Means of
transport are not available. Some men are
conscientious enough to be willing to cut
the firewood that is required.

Mrs. Cardell-Ofiver: Where can we get
those men?

Mr. WITHERS: The position is as I
have stated. There is want during a reign
-of plenty just because something is missing.
Soldiers have been taken to more vulnerable
parts, of Australia.

Hen. N. Keenan: They were moved to
Oeraldton.

Mr. WITHERS: T do not say the sol-
diers should he muade to work eight hours a
dJay at cutting firewood: hnt while there
were 400 or 500 soldiers iii metropolitan
camips doing certain things, they could have
been employed in securing suplplies of fire-
wood. Theyv would have (lone it, too. There
"was no shortage of military lorries.
I do not propose to interfere with
military administration in any way, but
I do express the view that while we
must exploit our natural primary in-
-dustries lfirstty in the direction of win-
ning the war, 'we have other responsibili-
ties; to which we must stand uip. I cannot
help straying a little way from the Gover-
nor's Speech because of the influence we
have lost through the powers that be failing
to give adequate attention to the matters I
am bringing forwatrd. Country members
suffer in comparison with metropolitan
members of this State in the same way as
Western Australia suffers in comparison
with the Eastern States. In the metropoli-
tan area organisations have the advantage
of paid staffs. In country districts, with
important towns9-and Bunibury is one of
them

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. WITHERS: -if some organisation

is required to protect and assist the people,
the first thing we get from the powers-that-
be is an injunction, instruction or requisi-
tion, or whatever it may ho termed, to form
a committee to deal with it. The local road
board or the local municipal council is told
that it can do the work in an honorary
capacity. Yet in the metropolitan area paid
servants can he employed to do such work.
Is it any wonder that John Gordon in the

"Sunday Express" writes about a staff of
12,(JuO as against 12,600 miners! That is
what we are uip against.

The authorities should realise that coun-
try people are worthy of considera-
tion and should not have the buck passed
on to them and be forced to do work
in an honorary capacity. For example, take
the local post office, with its depleted stat?,
additional work is being foistedl on that
staff-, including child endowment and the
work of departments brought into being he-
eause of the war. Always in the t-onutry
the depleted staffs are called upon to do ad-
ditional work. We had that experience in
our country (listritets during the economic
depression, when the local unemployed had
to attend at the police station or at the
offies of local bodies. There should have
been at proper authority in every district to
deal with the unemployed.

Lion. C. G. Latham: That wouldl hare
helped to absorib sonic of them.

Mr. WVIT] [BS: It would have given the
country people some local autontomy, and
meumbers of Parliamnt wrndd not hare been
called upon1 to pay for stamps and telephone

clsin order to get in touch with mnembers,
of the staff of the central authority in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Thorn: In that case we would not
ha ve had any' unemployed at all.

Mr. WITHERS: Possibly not. As a
country member, I want it known that we
in the outer districts feel these things.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You promise-d not to
speak longer than a quarter of an hour.

Mr. WITHERS: I do net think I pro-
mised anything. The member for Canning
gave notice of a motion dealing with the
brown-out conditions now prevailing.

'Mr. Styants: Why bring that up?
Mr. WITHERS: It is really a matter for

the military authorities.
The Minister for Mines: It is a war mat-

ter.
Mr. Cross: That is so, and that is why

we are losing the war.
Mr. WITHERS: Lighting -restrictions are

for the purpose of protecting us against at-
tacks by the enemy. Some may say the re-
strictions are designed to keep cars off the
streets as much as possible. In England
there are no private ears on the streets, be-
cause owners cannot get a petrol eonsumer's
license for a motor car for the duration of
the war.

13
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Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What? I have not roll, and of these 6:3 per cent, voted. Tbht
beard of that.

Mr. WITHERS: One has only to read an
English paper to know that that is so. I
get English papers every week, and so get
my information from the horse's mouth.
We in the country districts are at a distinct
disadvantage compared with people in the
metroipolitan area, so far as petrol rationing
is concerned. In the country, people must
return to their farms or dairies before it is
dark in order to avoid road accidents. An
accident occurred in Bunbury last week; a
loan had his head cut open and his car
smashed up. It ran into anl electric light
pole, and the wires were left across the
street. Another manl had his leg broken.
People in the country are now afraid to
move about on the roads at night. It is all
right to do so in Perth.

Mr. Cross: Is it?
Mr. WITHERS: Well, people in, Perth

vali .st,,i, at homle.
The Minister for Mlines: Yes.
Mr. WITHERS: I do not know of a bet-

ter place to stay at than my own home. I
do not go out by car at night. I have had
hoods placed over my headlights sinee Easter
Monday; I was going to say since the 1st
April, and perhaps that would have been
appropriate, but I have not had my car out
at night since. I prefer to walk rather than
kill someone and injure myself. I agree
wvith the member for Canning and the meni-
ber for Guildford.Midlaud that something
should be done in this matter, and I intend
to ask the Government to do it.

Another matter that has been concerning
me for some considerable time, a matter that
I have heard mentioned twice this week on
the air, is our democracy. We are fighting
to maintain -

Hon. C. G. Lathani: The National Se-
curity Regulations!

Mr. WITHERS: - democracy.
The Minister for Mines: We did that in

the last world-war.
Mr. WITHERS: Where canl one find

more complacency than in Australia?9 Yet
we have a democracy. In every walk of life,
the people seem to be relying on the few
Abraham Lincoln defined democracy lis
government of the people, by the people~,
for the people. We have had spectacles re-
ctently showing how far democracy can go.
There was the election for the North
Province. About 600 electors were onl the

is a very fine record. The man that
won the seat is an honourable gentle-
man, I understand, and lie received under
300 votes. That province is represented by
three members, as is the 'Metropolitan-
Suburban Province, with 28,000 electors.
Shame on those electors! There was only a
25 per cent, poll; 7,000 out of 28,000 people
voted. What did those not voting care
about democracy?

Mr. Thorn: Are you making a compari-
soil in favour of the North?

Mr. WITHERS: No. There are three
representatives for the North Province.

Mr. Hughes: Do not forget the four rep-
resentatives in this House. That makes
seven.

Mr. WITHERS: Those elected for the
North Province got a fair piercentage of
votes. We say to the people, "You elect
your own Parliament."

The Minister for Mines: We say that to a
fewv of them.

MNIr WITHERS: As Sir Norman Angel
said, people in a democracy deserve the
Parliament that they get. That is no reflec-
tion onl Hon. F. E. Gibson or on Hon. C. R.
Cornish, but it is at reflection onl those who
dto not go to the p)olls and take advantage
of the democratic p~rinciples we claim to
htold so dear. We are fighting for democracy
anid ot p)eople. should understand that they
as well as members of Parliament have ob-
ligations. I do not know where we are get-
tinlg to.

Memuber: It shows that they (d0 not be-
lieve i'm the Legislative Council.

Mr. WITHERS: it shows that they do
not believe iii democracy because they do
not trouble to go to th polls to protect
their rights. I understand that democracy
was introduced 900 years before Christ.
The Greeks had it, and in a very haphazard
.sort of way- it has existed in the JIapanese
system of rule by majority.

Mlr. Thorn: Do not mention them!
Mr. WITHERS: The Japanese have a

limitation. They have not an adult franchise.
There is a qualification that debars a con-
siderable number of people from having any
sin'" in the government of the country, but
the few that do have the say are the dento-
eratic majority. Democracy means majority
rule. Consider the question of uniform taxa-
tion! There are several legal luminaries in
this Chamber, and they may not agree with
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what I say. It would not be in the nature
of their profession for them to agree with
one another.

Hon. N. Keenan: We all agree!
Mr. WITHERS: I read with some interest

the result of the deliberations of five of the
most eminent judges in Australia concern-
ing the question of uniform taxation. The
people of Australia wanted a constitutional
point solved. The member for East Perth
could have said what the Constitution of
Australia establishes, but it would have been
said of him, "What does he knowv about it?
He is only a common lawyer." The member
for Nedlands could have given a pronounce-
ment and he is a K.C. What happened
was that five eminent judges were chosen to
decide the point. There were three for and two
against. Under what is known as democratic
rule the matter was decided by the majority,
but two men who are just as learned as the
three that constituted the majority had a
different interpretation from theirs. Never-
theless, a thing is either right or wong, and
if the point taken was correct the whole five
should have been in agreement. That is
where majority rule carries us. It is possible
for the third man who created the majority
in favour of the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent's viewpoint on this question to have
been biassed in favour of or in opposition
to the principle involved. I do not wish to
detain the House any longer because if I
did so I might say something that some
members might not like. Members will
realise the difficulty I have had in doing
justice to the Speech, though in preparing
my notes I was assisted by the courtesy ex-
tended to me by the Acting-Premier.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle):
I formally second the motion.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
muove--

That the House at its rising adourn till
2.15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 4th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.25 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
pin, and read prayers.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURE,
SUPERPHOSPHATE.

Hon. G. B. WOOD asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, What was the quantity of super-
phosphate purchased through the Agricul-
tural Bank by farmers last season? 2, What
was the amount of commission, if any,
gained by the bank on the transaction?
3, What was the ultimate destination of the
commission so received?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
7,983 tons. 2, Superphosphate supplied to
settlers at trade cash price, the distributors
including the Agricultural Bank receiving
trade commission of 2s. per ton. 3, Set off
against overhead costs.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

Standing Order Suspension.
On motion by the Chief Secretary re-

solved:
That so much of Standing Order No. 48 ho

suspended as to enable the Council to meet for
the despatch of business on Tuesday, Wednies-
day and Thursda~y !in each week at the hour
of 2.15 in the afternoon.

MOTION-CONDOLENCE.

The late Hon. J. M. Macf arlane, MIS.C.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [2.26]: It is
with (deep regret that I rise to move the fol-
lowing motion:-

That this House desires to place on record
its sincere appreciation of the public services
Tendered to this State by the late Hon. J. M.
Macfarlane who, at the time of his death, was
a member for the Metropolitart-Suburban Pro-
vince, and expresses its deep sympathy with
the members of his family in the irreparable
loss they have sustained by his decease; and
that the President be requested to forward
the foreging resolution to the members of his
family.

Mr. Macfarlane had a lengthy and varied
career in the public and commercial life of
this State. He took at pride in civic matters
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